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Dear Reader 

As we write, the summer drought presses onwards. John has threatened to move to Iceland if it doesn’t 
abate soon, and the house is full of buzzing fans and cooling devices designed to lower the temperature, 
but nothing works, so we are keeping our cool in other ways.  
 
This edition of the Hallowquest Newsletter has been delayed while we’ve been negotiating details for 
courses in 2019, now mostly arranged. Those with minimal details at present will flesh out in the next 
few months, but at least you can save the dates. We hope that our upcoming programme will entice you 
to join us, especially the 2019 FÍOS Masterclass with Emma Kirkby on the Chant of Hildegard: we 
strongly urge early booking on this once-in-a-lifetime masterclass. 
 
The return of the intermediate level shamanic courses this year will be to the new building of Little Earth 
facilities at EarthSpirit, which has been built for smaller groups. You can see the specs of this construction 
here, which is expected to complete this summer: http://www.earthspirit-centre.co.uk/le-facilities.php 
 
Caitlín did her annual solstice switch by teaching in Melbourne, Australia again for the Clan of the Sacred 
Kingfisher, moving smartly from midwinter back to midsummer in one long flight home! It was lovely to 
work in the foothills of the mountains.  After his 70th birthday and the launch of his novel, Sword of Ice 
and Fire, John has been busy editing the work of friends.  

It has been a time of farewells and change in the esoteric world. Caitlín’s first teacher, Dolores Ashcroft-
Nowicki of the Servants of the Light, has stepped down to make way for the new director of studies, Dr. 
Steven Critchley. https://www.servantsofthelight.org/news/ SOL will continue to be in good hands.  
Over at the Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids, Philip Carr-Gomm is preparing to step down and 
inaugurate a new chosen chief for OBOD, in the person of Eimear Burke. (pronounced EE’mer) 
https://www.druidry.org/about-us/blog/2018/06/08/announcing-transition-new-chief-order.  None of 
us last forever, and these measures ensure that there is continuity of support and focus. We wish both 
Steve and Eimear well as they take up their new roles! 

This autumn sees the publication of Untold Tarot: The Lost Art of Reading Ancient Tarots and The 
Spirit of Nature Oracle which is the retitling of The Green Man Tree Oracle.  Frustratingly, many 



forthcoming books have had their publication dates put back, for which we are sorry, but we have no 
control over this. Other titles have become backed up in the works, with publishers slowing down, and 
some older books, like Steampunk Tarot, Camelot Oracle, Lost Tarot of Nostradamus and Sherlock 
Holmes Tarot have breathed their last: we have just the last copies of these titles available. See the special 
offer below. The Steampunk Tarot and Lost Tarot of Nostradamus are still available as apps. 

The image of Giselbertus’ Eve, from the north portal of Autun Cathedral, swimming naked through the 
trees of paradise brings to mind Hildegard of Bingen meditation on the primordial search inside us for ‘a 
fountain of wisdom and a well-spring of deep joy.’  May this search bring you ever to blessedness! 
 

Many blessings                                                      

                                            

    
Caitlín & John Matthews                             

 

BOOKS ON KINDLE    The following titles are available as ebooks: 

Caitlín: Celtic Visions, Complete Lenormand Oracle Handbook, Sophia Goddess of Wisdom, This 
Ancient Heart (ed. With Paul Davies). Diary of a Soul Doctor. 

John: Barddas, The Celtic Shaman, Henry Hunter & the Beast of Snagov, Henry Hunter & the Cursed 
Pirates, Shamanism Bible, The Sidhe, Sir Gawain – Knight of the Goddess, The Sword of Ice and Fire. 

Caitlín & John: Element Encyclopedia of Magical Creatures, The Fourth Gwenevere, Walkers Between 
Worlds, Arthurian Magic,  

Mark Ryan & John: Hold Fast.     Dwina Murphy Gibb: Pandora’s Dilemma 

INTRODUCING OUR GUEST SHAMANIC CO-TEACHERS in 2018-9 
 
DR. JANET PIEDILATO is a transpersonal psychologist, a complementary health care consultant, and an 
ordained minister. She conducts services and courses at Temenos, her environmental sanctuary, and is 
the author of Pieda’s Tales and the Mystical Dream Tarot. 
 
FELICITY WOMBWELL is a creative arts therapist with a shamanic practice in Brighton. She is the author 
of The Goddess Changes and co-founder of FíOS. Felicity spearheads many community art projects.   
 
Dr. ANGELA COTTER is a Jungian analyst who integrates constellations work, energy psychotherapy 
and shamanic approaches into her practice. She has researched the wounded healer concept in health 
care practice, evolved a way of working with dreams that have not reached resolution in both an 
individual and group context.  
 
MARGOT HARRISON is an experienced shamanic practitioner with a practice in Cheltenham.          
 
CAIT BRANIGAN is a Bean Feasa (shamanic practitioner) and healer working within the traditions of 
Ireland.  She teaches worldwide. Interview here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WusbNPoKLsk 
 
                   

 



                                           SHAMANIC COURSES OPEN TO ALL 
 

FOUNDATION COURSE IN CELTIC & ANCESTRAL SHAMANISM: 
LEVEL A TRAINING 

This course begins the Level A training. If you want to see the shape of the curriculum, go to: 
http://www.hallowquest.org.uk/resources/curriculumtraining.pdf 
 
9-10 March and 7-8 Sept 2019 WALKERS BETWEEN THE WORLDS Foundation Course in Celtic & 
Ancestral Shamanism led by John Matthews and Janet Piedilato. This 29th two-part non-residential 
course teaches students to journey, heal, quest and arbitrate along the ancient paths of wisdom, gathering 
spirit allies. We ground in the ancient mysteries of our native shamanic tradition, gathering as a clan of 
the sacred earth, working with one of the most experienced teachers in Britain and our guest teacher, 
Janet Piedilato from USA. 
 

                                                 
  
9-10 March, we begin with Part One, THE TREE OF TRADITION: Walking Between Worlds, 
concentrates on acquiring journey skills, learning the basics in a supportive and friendly environment.  
 
7-8 September, we continue with Part Two, SACRED COMPANIONS Deepening Our Spiritual 
Connection with Allies, which builds upon the relationship with our spirits, and helps balance our 
journeying.  We begin to explore the basic healing skills.  
 
Held in North Moreton, Oxon. Take both weekends to qualify for Level B courses. Total fee £490.  
(£240 for each weekend). Food is £50 per weekend extra, including a varied lunch, tea, cake and 
biscuits. Send a deposit of £150 payable to John Matthews to Jane May, Briarwood, Long Wittenham, 
Oxon OX14 4QW (01865 407680.)  Held in North Moreton, Oxon.  
NOTE: Both weekends must be attended in order to continue onto Level B training. 
 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SHAMANIC PRACTITIONER TRAINING: LEVEL B 
For those who’ve completed the Foundation Course. 

Courses marked * are £20 cheaper to those who subscribe to FíOS 
 
*28-31 March 2019 THRESHOLDS OF POWER AND HEALING with Caitlín & Margot Harrison. 
This course teaches a full range of shamanic healing ways including plant-spirit healing, extraction of 
intrusions, embodiment of personal allies and includes the shamanic ceremony of The Mare Mother's 
Dream-Dance.  This Level B course is an essential next component for shamanic practitioner training. This 
course is open to those who took the Walkers Between Worlds Foundation Course with Caitlín or John in 
past years. Anyone trained elsewhere who is interested, please write and enquire. Held at EarthSpirit’s 
newly-built Little Earth centre, Compton, Somerset. £367 standard twin, £390 standard single, £383 
ensuite twin, £428 ensuite single. Deposit of £130 to Jane May, Briarwood, Long Wittenham, Oxon 
OX14 4QW (01865 407680) janedmay@btinternet.com . 
 
13-16 June 2019 MIDWIFING THE SOUL with Caitlín Matthews & Ann Carrick. This course teaches 
the essential skills of shamanic soul healing, exploring the nature of the soul, soul-loss, soul retrieval, and 



how intrusions are removed for soul to return. We also explore how healing can be brought by the 
Reconsecration Ritual. Only for those who completed Thresholds of Power: we do not accept students 
trained elsewhere on this course. Held near Melbourne, Australia to Linda. Held at a residential venue 
near Melbourne. For more details and prices, contact Registration: Linda Henery, Tel: +61 407 
829615, linda.henery@optusnet.com.au   
 

 
The tradition of house-clearing in Ireland and Britain is ancient and still holds a strong place in the 
spiritual traditions of these lands.  During the course of the weekend, using shamanic journey, meditation 
and practical exercises, we shall explore the essential elements of house-clearing, focusing on work with 
ley/dragon lines and underground streams; clearing of negative/blocked energies; communication with 
spirits and the 'hauntings' and the blessings of the home.  Learn how to apply these skills from an 
experienced bean feasa who clears houses professionally. This course is for those who can journey 
fluently: not suitable for beginners.  Please contact Cáit if you are unsure about your eligibility on 
cbranigan9@gmail.com 
 
Cáit Branigan is an ordained Priestess Hierophant, a Bean Feasa (Shamanic Practitioner) and healer 
working within the Irish tradition. She teaches groups and conducts ceremonies, teaching internationally.  
She teaches regularly on the Walkers Between Worlds curriculum.  Price: Single £425, Shared £365, 
Non-res £305,   Please send your non-returnable deposit of £90 payable to Hawkwood College, 
Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose an SAE for map & confirmation 
 
*3-6 October 2019 MIDWIFING THE SOUL with Caitlín & Dr. Angela Cotter. This course teaches the 
essential skills of shamanic soul healing, exploring the nature of the soul, soul-loss, soul retrieval, and how 
intrusions are removed for soul to return. We also explore how healing can be brought by the 
Reconsecration Ritual. Only for those who completed Thresholds of Power: we do not accept students 
trained elsewhere on this course. Held at EarthSpirit’s newly-built Little Earth centre, Compton, 
Somerset. £367 standard twin, £390 standard single, £383 ensuite twin, £428 ensuite single. Deposit 
of £130 to Jane May, Briarwood, Long Wittenham, Oxon OX14 4QW (01865 407680) 
janedmay@btinternet.com . 
 
    
                 ADVANCED LEVEL SHAMANIC PRACTITIONER TRAINING: LEVEL C  
                                     for those who’ve completed Intermediate Level B. 
 
Note: The Advanced Level courses run over a three year cycle and are not all available every year. When 
there are sufficient students to activate it, we open up Level D courses every five years or so, depending 
on numbers. The nature of this training takes into account that people will fall out or need to stop for a 
few years between courses. We don’t require that you take the full curriculum without a break, as we 
know that life happens! This way you can work your way through the levels in order, in real, rather than 
in serial time. 
 
Advanced courses for 2019 have still to be announced.We are hoping that we can run Hearkening to 
the Horse’s Mouth, but are still looking for a suitable venue. 
 
 

           * 4-7 July 2019 
 

TENDING THE HEARTH 
House & Space Clearing  
in the Celtic Tradition 

Led by Cáit Branigan and Caitlín Matthews.   
 

 
 At Hawkwood College, Stroud, Glos. 



                   MAGICAL AND MYTHIC COURSES & OTHER EVENTS 
These courses, events and signings are open to all who are on their spiritual path. 

FiOS MASTERCLASSES offer an opportunity to deepen spiritual practice with a living exemplar of a 
tradition.   Courses marked * give £20 member’s discount. 

 

   
       
Icons are sacred windows showing genuine visions of divine beings and holy ancestors, already observed 
by the eye of the heart. Mediating the sacred images for ourselves and our community enables essential 
myths of many traditions to continually inspire us. We will learn the art of egg tempera to make our own 
sacred icon, painting, praying, and mediating the sacred presences that we have first met in our souls. 
This course is for people of all spiritual traditions. This is the first time this course has been offered. 
PREPARATION BEFORE THE COURSE: No formal art training is required. Please bring a rough sketch 
of what you want to paint, bearing in mind the size of the board is 5” x 7” or 13cms x 18cms. Choose a 
single figure with uncomplicated background: this will take all your time to paint, since icons are made up 
of many layers. Leave space for the name/short title of your subject. Please bring a technical pencil, 
rubber, apron to cover your clothing from pigment spillage, and a clean tea-cloth to protect your icon on 
the journey home. All other materials are provided, including gesso-board, pigments and brushes. 
Caitlín Matthews is the author of Diary of a Soul Doctor, Celtic Book of the Dead and Sophia, Goddess 
of the Wisdom. www.hallowquest.org.uk Felicity Wombwell is a creative arts therapist with a private 
practice on the south coast. She is the author of The Goddess Changes. 

PRICES including materials: Single £455, Shared £395, Non-res £335.  Please send your non-
returnable deposit of £90 payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW 
(01453 759034) Enclose an SAE for map & confirmation.  A few places still available. 
 

   
 

 
                                       

*24-27 Aug 2018 

       ICONS OF THE HEART:                
PAINTING OUR SACRED IMAGES 

Caitlín Matthews and Felicity Wombwell 

On this course, we welcome people of all spiritual 
traditions, so that you can make an icon of one of 

your sacred sources. Icon of Li Ban by Betsy Porter 

 

12-16 September 2018 
CARD READING MAGIC SUMMIT 

 
We will be discussing The Complete Arthurian 
Tarot: A 30 Year Journey, and divination 
insights and deck creation tips in conversation 
with Tori Hartman on 14 Sept at 9.30am 
    Learn card reading tips from tarot experts 
like Benebell Wen, Arwen Lynch Poe and 
Steven Bright with whom Tori will be talking.  
    Watch all interviews live and free. From $5-
$47 you can also receive 14 day access or 
download everything, as well as receiving the 
many gifts offered with this summit.  Read 
more and register here:  
        
https://gj248.isrefer.com/go/crm/matthews/ 
 
 
 



                                               

         
 
Keeping the hearth of the home harmonious is an essential and ancestral rite, ensuring that souls are 
nourished and upheld. This course restores an ancient skill, maintains stability, despite family 
fragmentation, social change or uncertain times. By exploring the myths of the home, and identifying our 
household gods and spirits, we seek the wisdom that reweaves the home, so that peace and harmony may 
dwell with us.  We will be inviting ancestors to the hearth to find and welcome our deep gifts. With song, 
story, and ritual. Please join us for the 33rd open mystery school where we make merry together as we 
enter the heart of deep winter, and seek the nourishment for our souls. If you have not yet joined us for 
this special, never-to-be repeated mystery school weekend, then you have a treat in store, as we herald 
the coming of deep winter with good cheer and spiritual community.   Janet Piedilato is a transpersonal 
psychologist, a complementary health care consultant, and an ordained minister. She conducts services 
and courses at Temenos, her environmental sanctuary, and is the author of Pieda’s Tales and the Mystical 
Dreams Tarot. Janet is an extraordinary teacher whose natural ritual skill leads us surely. 

PRICES:  Single £330, Shared £290, Non-res £250. Please send your non-returnable deposit of £120 
payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose 
an SAE for map & confirmation.   

22-24 February 2019  VESSELS OF CHANGE with Caitlín Matthews.  OBOD Lage Landen is very 
pleased to announce that the renowned Celtic shamanic-teacher Caitlín Matthews will come to the 
continent in February 2019. Caitlín is one of the most inspiring Senior Teachers within OBOD and we 
are looking forward to meeting her here again.  Just after Imbolc, Caitlín offers you one of the profound 
courses from her Shamanic Practitioner Training Programme. In this still introspective time of the year, 
you can immerse yourself in this practical course to deepen your (daily) druidic practice. We will start by 
deepening our connections with spiritual allies, building upon those relationships, and learning how to 
mediate between the worlds. Exploring and renewing our relationship with those beings with whom we 
work together. Then we can create rituals as vessels from which intention, change and healing can flow 
forth in our worlds. Tailored to our own druidic path, our development and the needs of our worlds. We 
will be building a foundation for our individual work at home, as well as for our work in larger settings 
like seasonal and other ceremonies.  

The centre, we will be working in, is pleasantly located in a rural area and easily accessible from 
Holland, Belgium and Germany. There is room to work, to interact with one another and to relax. 
Seminarhof Schöppingen, just over the Dutch border in Germany, between Enschede and Munster.  
Costs: € 285,- (bed, tea, coffee and vegetarian food included). The workshop will be in English. 
Please book before November 1st 2018. For more information: Marjorie Pennings: marjoree@planet.nl. 
For booking contact: nickyreitsma@planet.nl 
 
 

 

 

30 November-2 December 2018 
 

THE HARMONY OF THE HEARTH: 
Honouring the Heart of the Home 

 
Hawkwood College, Stroud, Glos 

 
Join us for our 33rd annual Mystery School 

 
Caitlín & John Matthews 

And special guest, Janet Piedilato 
 
 



5-7 August 2019  PATHS TO THE GRAIL: RESTORING THE COURTS OF JOY with Caitlín.  

 

The Grail is a quest for all living beings. Blending pre-Christian and medieval sources, this myth shares a 
familiar resonance with our own times: the rape, wars, exploitation, and dedication to regenerate the 
earth. Following a newly-translated Grail text, the Elucidation, we experience the regenerative Grail as a 
gift in which all participate. Through discussion, meditation, prayer, and simple ceremony, we will walk 
its paths, discovering timeless ways to embody its wisdom, enabling its healing to irrigate our world. This 
course is for anyone who is moved by the spiritual truths and wisdom within mythology.   At 
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre,1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LJ. Prices tbc. 
enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk, 0121 472 5171. 

*23-26 AUGUST 2019 CONNECTING HEAVEN TO EARTH: 
THE CHANT OF HILDEGARD OF BINGEN with Dame Emma Kirkby & Caitlín Matthews 

 
The FÍOS Masterclass 2019 

 

               
 

The visionary music of Benedictine abbess, Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) explores the connecting of 
heaven to earth. Her sublime chant came to popular attention nearly 900 years later, notably with the 
album A Feather on the Breath of God, sung by Emma Kirkby with Gothic Voices in 1985. We are 
delighted to welcome Emma to this FíOS Masterclass. She will guide us to sing and discover the beauty 
of Hildegard’s unique chant, while Caitlín will help us explore Hildegard’s life and work. All singers are 
very welcome.  Early Booking is recommended. 

                                                                                     

Dame Emma Kirkby is one of the world’s 
most renowned Early Music specialists, who 
has sung on over 100 recordings. Her career 
has seen her perform Renaissance and 
Baroque repertoire all over the world. She 
was appointed Dame Commander of the 
British Empire in the 2007 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours. http://www.emmakirkby.com 
 



 
Price: Single £470, Shared £410, Non-res £350.   Please send your non-returnable deposit of £120 
payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose 
an SAE for map & confirmation. 
 

CAITLÍN IN THE USA IN SEPTEMBER 
 

I will be in just two locations: at Hinsdale, MA. and in Nashville TN. I will be available for any brief 
meetings at both Boston Logan Airport and Nashville International Airport at either ends of this trip 
where I have to spend some time before flying onwards. I am particularly interested to make contact with 
members of the Fellowship of Isis on this trip, if possible. 
 
6-8 September 2019  The NINEFOLD CONFERENCE  Caitlín is giving the key-note address at this 
conference which is held at Camp Emerson, 212 Longview Avenue, Hinsdale, MA 01235, USA   
http://www.ninefoldfestival.com/  More details will follow next issue. 
 
14 September 2019  THE ANCESTRAL GIFT a public evening talk at the United Universalists, in 
Nashville organized by the OBOD grove Celli Sanctaidd O Gerridwen A Lleu in Nashville. Contact 
grove@druidrynashville.org  for more details. 
   
6-8 December 2019  BRUTUS AND THE MYTH OF NEW TROY: After the Illiad and the Aeneid. 
With John & Caitlín, and special guest, Charles Newington. 

 
On this our 34th Open Mystery School weekend, we explore the myth that sees all Britons as ‘the 
remnant of Troy,’ according to the Welsh poet, Taliesin. After Homer’s account of the Illiad and the Fall 
of Troy, the story of Aeneas, last survivor of that doomed city, is recounted by Virgil in the Aeneid. 
Geoffrey of Monmouth and others continued the story by relating the adventures of Aeneas’s 
descendant, Brutus who comes to Britain, challenging the giants who are the land’s guardians, and 
founding Troynovant, or London. Following Brutus from his founding footstep at Totnes, to the parade 
of the giants Gog and Magog at the Lord Mayor’s Show, we will explore the impact of this myth.   We 
are delighted to welcome artist Charles Newington who will speak about his own involvement with the 
Brutus legend, and introduce us to the making of contemporary chalk hill figures.  Together we will enact 
the Masque of Brutus, helping to recreate the giants, as well as following the myth of Troy to its very 
native conclusion.  
 
BOOKING: Single £340, Shared £300, Non-Res £260. Please send your non-returnable depost of 
£120 to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd, Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) 
info@hawkwoodcollege.co.uk. Enclose SAE for map & confirmation. 
 
Charles Newington is an acclaimed artist. He is the creator of the Folkstone White Horse, a chalk hill 
figure. Charles was Artist Recorder for ARC at the gathering the world’s religious leaders at Windsor 
Castle in 2009. His recreation of the now-lost Gogmagog and Brutus figures at Plymouth Ho is currently 
under consideration. Charles’ art is in collections worldwide 

                                   



 FORTHCOMING BOOKS & REPRINTS 

There are some new books in the pipeline and some much-loved books which are being reprinted or 
made available as Kindle editions. Some of these have had their publication dates put back, we’re sorry. 
 
THE ANCESTRAL ORACLE OF THE CELTS: Call On Your Ancestors For Guidance, Help and Healing 
by Caitlín. 
 
Watkins finally decided to reprint what was first called Celtic Wisdom Oracle, although I had requested it 
be called Celtic Ancestor Oracle. Marketing refused this, since it implied that only people with Celtic 
ancestry would read it: it also plays badly in the US where ‘ancestors’ are ‘dead people!’  The oracle is 
based upon the 32 members of four families who each represent a contribution to the tribe, and upon 
the 8 deep ancestors who speak from the cauldron.  Reprinting in August 2019. 
 
TEMPLES OF THE GRAIL by John Matthews & Gareth Knight. 
 
This exploration of two forgotten Grail texts introduces some new and at times startling aspects to the 
great story of the Quest, including a detailed description of the Temple of the Grail. The book reveals 
for the first time the links between the legendary Christian monarch, Prester John and the Temple of the 
Grail. The embattled crusading kingdoms of medieval Europe were astounded to learn about the 
mysterious Priest King in a letter addressed to the kings and princes of Christendom.  As in their previous 
collaboration (The Lost Book of the Grail by Caitlin & John Matthews and Gareth Knight, forthcoming) 
two of the foremost Grail scholars of our time offer a new English translation of key texts that deal with 
the visit to the Grail Temple, and what transpired within. They will also explore the mysteries of the Grail 
Temple itself, its relationship to the sacred architecture and symbol in the Middle Ages, and the re-
discovery of an actual site which may have been basis of the myth. The lineage of the mystical Swan 
Knights, said to be descended from the Grail seekers, is also explored, as is the way that their story 
overlaps with history. Much of this book includes newly discovered material, which is bound to cause 
excitement amongst Grail scholars and seekers around the world.  Due to publisher’s silence, we assume 
that this will now be out in 2019.  
 
THE ARMORIAL OF KING ARTHUR AND THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE 
John is continuing to edit the work of our old friend Helmut Nickel, retired curator of Arms and 
Armour at the New York Metropolitan Museum, to bring his life time work on the shields and arms of 
the Arthurian Knights and kings to print. This will be illustrated by paintings of the shields executed by an 
artist from the Royal College of Heralds. The Armorial of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 
Table will be published by Nocturnal Media as part of a series of Arthurian titles, several by John.  This 
life-long work by Helmut is going to be a gorgeous production. This project is proceeding very slowly and 
is due 2019. 
 
THE CELTIC BOOK OF DEAD:  AN ORACLE TO STEER YOUR LIFE”S JOURNEY 
 

   
 
 
 

The Celtic Book of the Dead is coming back, having been completely 
rewritten but retaining the original art by Danuta Meyer. First published 
in 1992, this 42-card set and book, based upon the 8-9th century Irish 
text of the Voyage of Maelduin, which is given here in Caitlín’s 
translation. It enables the reader to navigate a way through the shoals of 
life, divining how the soul can voyage onwards. It can also be used for 
environmental meditation and for guiding the dying.  It has been 
wonderful to revisit this book after so long. It has been delayed due to 
technical difficulties with the art which need some reworking, we have 
just heard.  More news when we have it. 
                                 Isle of Women: Danuta Meyer 

 



LOST BOOK OF THE GRAIL: The Sevenfold Path of the Grail and the Restoration of the Faery Accord 
 
Lost Book of the Grail  has been taken up by Inner Traditions who will publish it in July 2019. This 
study of the 13th century text The Elucidation, gives a completely new view of the Grail. This text has 
been part of our teaching for many years, but now we have a new translation by Gareth Knight & Caitlín 
to better help assess its implications. The text reveals an alternative causation for the Wasteland which 
arises from the violation of the Well Maidens and the spurning of the hospitality of the Faery world, and 
has environmental implications for our world that we cannot ignore.  This book has been on the road 
since 2015, and it is a great relief to see it safely anchored with a publisher. Let no-one think that being 
accepted by a publisher is a push-over!  Caitlín is doing a couple of tie-in events, including the course 
Paths to the Grail in August.  A couple of talks for the Temenos Academy are also being organized for 
March 2019. 
                                                                                                                  
Le MORTE d’ARTHUR of Sir Thomas Malory, edited by John Matthews with marginalia by John and 
Greg Stafford. Malory’s great book is the first truly English novel and remains the finest retelling of the 
epic of King Arthur. Now Malory’s bold and powerful vision can be read in a modernized version of  the 
original 15th century English, with the help of the commentary and marginalia, which help gloss obscure 
points in the text. John Matthews’ edition opens up the book for those unfamiliar with medieval styles of 
composition, as well as to the thinking of the time, the moral stance of its author, and the everyday 
details of medieval life which have subsequently become unfamiliar to us. Greg Stafford’s marginalia 
brings further clarification. This Kickstarter was briefly held up because of the publisher’s demise, but his 
family are enabling it to come to fulfillment. Proofs have been read. https://king-arthur-
library.backerkit.com/hosted_preorders 
 
CELTIC DEVOTIONAL by Caitlín Matthews  

  
 

NEW AND REPRINTED BOOKS 
 

UNTOLD TAROT: THE LOST ART OF READING ANCIENT TAROTS 
 

 
 

Caitlín’s much awaited Untold Tarot explores the practical ways in 
which pre-20th century tarots with pip or number cards can be read, 
drawing upon the older cartomantic art of blending cards, rather than 
reading each from a predetermined list of meanings. Older tarots like 
the Tarot de Marseilles are currently enjoying a great renaissance, but 
they are like an untold story that everyone has forgotten, because 
they require card-reading skills of a different era.   

In Untold Tarot, readers will learn to read their untold story 
for themselves. It gives older methods of reading with cards from 
directional and cartomantic methods used in Italy and France.      
This is not just another trumps-led book, but also gives equal weight 
to reading the pips. Skills of directional and cartomantic reading are 
given, as well as some historic methods from Bolognese Tarot. 
 

This much-loved devotional is coming back as a Kindle; it is intended for 
people of spirit who don’t have a religious adherence.  Based around the 
four Celtic seasons, it provides the basis of an everyday spiritual practice 
including prayers and meditations.  The language within Celtic Devotional 
offers a non-denominational way of approaching the realm of spirit that is 
lyrical and poetic, as well as sincere and wholesome.  The natural world is 
seen as an intelligent force of creation and the prayers are addressed to 
the Opener of Morning, the Lady of Twilight, the Keeper of Harvest, the 
Sustainer of Life etc. Beloved by readers, this book accompanies you 
throughout the year. Autumn 2018 as a Kindle-only book on Amazon. 
 
 



Untold Tarot is available to order, and the Amazon prices in US and UK have finally been sorted out 
and are correct. Schiffer are distributing it in the English-speaking territories. Due 29 September 2018 
 
THE SPIRIT OF NATURE ORACLE: by John Matthews, with cards by Will Worthington (of The 
DruidCraft Tarot) draws upon the wisdom of the trees and ogham lore.  Each of the 25 cards represents 
one of the ogham trees; Wil’s method of portraying each tree, makes them seem as if they are watching 
the diviner.  These are certainly real tree spirits looking out of the cards! The accompanying book draws 
upon the lore of the trees and the wisdom of the Green Man. This is a reprint of Green Man Tree 
Oracle, long out of print. Due Autumn 2018 

 

                                 
   
   Aspern from The Spirit of Nature Oracle,        The Hare on the Hill, from Sidhe Oracle of the Fleeting 
       art by Wil Worthington                                               Hare. Art by Wil Kinghan 
 
THE SIDHE ORACLE OF THE FLEETING HARE 
Text by John, cards by Wil Kinghan. Inspired by the teaching of the Faery people, and featuring 
stunning images of one of the most mysterious and sacred creatures from our ancient heritage, The 
Oracle of the Fleeting Hare is a companion oracle to John and Wil’s Moon Oracle of the Sidhe. The 
hare has been recognised in these islands as a magical creature since the time of the Celts, who 
acknowledged the goddess Andraste as its guardian. It is recorded that Boudicca, warrior queen of 
the Iceni, on the eve of her first great battle with the Romans, released a hare from beneath her 
skirts; observing where it ran, she predicted victory. Ever since there have been accounts of 
mysterious sightings – often of pure white and sometimes ghostly hares, sitting atop the summit of 
faery mounds or running though fields of standing corn as though impelled upon a journey of vital 
meaning. 20 full colour cards  in a draw-string bag with an 80-page manual rich with insights from 
Celtic myth and methods of working with the Fleeting Hare and the Sidhe. It is a testament to the 
continuing collaboration between the Sidhe and humankind.  Now Available. 
 

  

The
Enchanted

Caitlín Matthews
Illustrated by
Virginia Lee

LENORMAND
Oracle

ENCHANTED LENORMAND ORACLE  
 
Learn to read this 200 year old method of the Lenormand oracle 
with these beautiful cards by Caitlín & Virginia Lee. Lenormand 
cards are a non-esoteric 36 card oracle that give very exact answers 
to divinatory questions; once the reader has learned the basic 
keyword meanings of each card, card combinations reveal 
extraordinarily predictive oracles. This is the first English 
Lenormand published with an accompanying book. With 36 
standard Lenormand cards + 3 extras, 160pp. book with 
meanings, spreads in a stout storage box. Available now. 
 
 



        

 
 

                                        

 

 

 

 

THE SWORD OF ICE AND FIRE (Volume One of the Red Dragon Rising 
Sequence) At long last, after more than 40 years in preparation, John has 
begun work on a sequence of four novels, marketed for children but intended 
for all ages, which tell the story of Arthur’s journey from childhood to 
kingship. It will form an introduction to John’s long awaited epic Broceliande, 
which tells the full story of Arthur and the Round Table fellowship. What 
happened to Arthur in the years when he was being brought up in ignorance 
of his true heritage, when Merlin taught him how to become a king? This is 
the question author and world-renowned Arthurian expert John Matthews sets 
out to answer in this series of novels. Beginning with Arthur’s early days in the 
care of the mysterious Nine, to his meeting with Merlin and their subsequent 
adventures, Red Dragon Rising follows the early life of Arthur in which he 
encounters many of the people who will become central characters in the 
Arthurian legends, as well as the supernatural beings who throng the world of 
Arthurian Britain. Available as book and Kindle. 

 

THE ARTHURIAN POETRY OF CHARLES WILLIAMS                                                              
John’s Kindle edition makes available again Charles 
Williams’ major Arthurian poetry, including an unpublished 
early work, as well as  the two major sequences Taliessin 
Through Logres (1938) and The Region of the Summer 
Stars (1944), which form the centre of this collection. The 
volume includes an Introduction by Grevel Lindop 
(biographer of Charles Williams) and an essay on Williams’s 
Arthurian work by John. It is  available in eBook format 
only. Go to Amazon to order your copy.            

 
ARTHURIAN MAGIC: A Practical Guide to the Wisdom of 
Camelot By John Matthews, Caitlin Matthews, Virginia Chandler 
Foreword by Gareth Knight 508pp. 
 
This mammoth book offers a system of Arthurian magical practice, 
with additional material from our colleague Virginia Chandler.  
This book is made up of the work we have done over many years, 
including many of the Arthurian rituals from Hawkwood College, 
where we give our annual mystery school every December. It takes 
the reader through the seasons, discovering the depths of 
connection with the Matter of Britain.  Because of its weight, we are 
only posting it to UK addresses. We advize you to buy it locally! 
 



   

SPECIAL OFFERS ON TAROTS 

We are making a limited offer to those who read our newsletter on the following titles:  Steampunk 
Tarot, Camelot Oracle, Sherlock Holmes Tarot and Lost Tarot of Nostradamus. These titles are now out 
of print and we have just  the last copies  You can pick up your cheaper signed copy by John only from 
this paragraph – so please don’t use the order form attached to this newsletter, just the information here!   

Steampunk Tarot by Caitlín & John, art by Wil Kinghan,                                                                          
Camelot Oracle by John and art by Wil Worthington (of Druid Tarot and Wildwood Tarot)                                  
Lost Tarot of Nostradamus by John, art by Wil Kinghan                                                                          
Sherlock Holmes Tarot by John, art by Wil Kinghan. 

Each of these tarots is on special offer for £17 in UK, £20.50 in Europe, £29 in Rest of the World.       
Buy any 2 Tarots, the price is £32 in UK, £39 in Europe, £56 in World                                                                 
Buy any 3 Tarots the price is £48 in UK, £58 in Europe, £82 in World. 

Payment is by PayPal to Caitlín Matthews on tigerna9@aol.com – please mark your payment with ‘Tarot 
Offer,’ in the message box.  Once stock is gone, it is gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MOON ORACLE OF THE SIDHE                                   
by John Matthews, art by Wil Kinghan.                                    

Each of the 30 cards bear one of the glyphs to be found incised 
on stone all over the ancient Celtic world. Accompanied by 

inspirational messages, following those found in John’s The Sidhe, 
these act as a means of contacting the Otherworldly wisdom. The 
glyphs form a kind of symbolic language, dating from prehistory. 
Under the guidance of the Sidhe, this language acts as a vital tool 
for communication between the worlds and a means of seeking 

support on the journey of life.  Note: ‘Sidhe’ is the older way of 
writing the modern Irish word ‘Sí’, pronounced Shee: the people 

of peace. We hope that this beautiful artwork opens up the 
depths of your vision. Only available in UK with book and draw-

string bag from us, or in US, Order from Lorian Press 
https://lorian.org/bookstore/the-moon-oracle-of-the-sidhe/ 

 



SEASONAL SHRINE 

               RESTORING OUR SACRED IMAGES TO THE WORLD by Caitlín Matthews 
 

      
 
                    Icons of Myrddhin & Arthur anon., Li Ban by Betsy Porter , and Sophia by Mary Plaster 
 
Earlier this Spring, I logged onto Facebook, to be confronted with a plethora of images of the Goddess of 
Spring, in the context of people wishing each other a Happy Equinox. One image in particular made me 
fall back in amazement: a hyper-real glamour-puss with a décolletage down to her navel, and a lascivious 
expression straight from a pornographic magazine rather than any earth tradition.  Is this really how 
people perceive and understand their divinities, I wondered? Bad religious art is bad in all denominations, 
of course: super-sweet Madonnas, pallid-looking Saviours, or cutesy Ganeshas can be equally alienating!  
And while some things are a matter of personal taste and aesthetics, the depiction of sacred beings as 
floozies or brainless he-men is insulting to the divinity and hardly the kind of thing we are inspired by.  
 
Every culture and time has its own art, and nothing so dates an era as cultural imagination, but where is 
the sacred art of our time? We are blessed to have many fine artists like Will Worthington, and Wil 
Kinghan, who have opened windows into the ancient Celtic world, as well as many other painters and 
craftspeople whose vision does them credit. But, on the other hand, there are also many more images 
like those of the unfortunate equinoctial being above, as well as air-brushed images of what appear to me 
to be human people, not divinities at all – looking like people you could meet at the car-boot or in the 
supermarket: these don’t inspire me or make me feel I am being powerfully upheld. Where are the 
images that depict the timeless acts of our sacred imagination? 
 
Now, when we meditate, or stand in the sacred land, communing with the powers that be,  we 
experience something very different from bad-taste art: I know this, not only from personal experience, 
but from the relations of students and readers who share their perceptions and understandings with me. I 
know it distresses devotees that they cannot find the image or statue of the beings that they venerate, or 
that they have to make do with pictures that are not worthy of those divinities. I began to ask myself, 
how can we restore the sacred images to our world?  
 
Of course, the pre-Christian world had many beautiful images, whose destruction ensured that many 
ancient, ancestral visions of the sacred were lost to us. Such iconoclasm is still going on in our world, as 
we see from the destruction historic sites, like Palmyra, which Daesh smashed to rubble: the loss of 
artefacts, images and sacred sites is not just a loss of beauty, it is loss of ancestral heritage and cultural 
inspiration. The sacred images of pagan traditions in a present era have largely yet to emerge. 
 
Restoring the sacred images, from the heart of our imagination seems to me a task that is laid upon us at 
this time. Bringing the images of our divinities, heroes, and holy ancestors back into the world for 
ourselves and our community enables the iconic moments of our beliefs and the sacred myths to be 



manifest once again, to continually inspire us. But it is not just a matter of reproducing ancient artefacts 
or copying sacred images: it is about finding them in our own vision. 
 
In the light these thoughts, over the last few years, I have begun to learn the technique of painting icons 
in egg-tempera, where earth and mineral pigments are mixed with egg yolk to making a painting emulsion 
with the addition of water and wine – a medium that preserves down the centuries. Icons are not 
illustrations, but rather windows into the otherworld. We don’t invent icons: they arise from the genuine 
visions and interactions that we have already had with the divine beings of our devotion; we have already 
observed them with the eyes of the heart. Now, while I had a good art education, I would not regard 
myself to be any kind of great artist, but I am a good prayer! Bringing sacred images into being on a 
gessoed board, requires meditation, prayer and a deep communion with the being in question.  
 
An icon is made up of many layers. We paint from the darkness to the light, much as we first approach a 
sacred being in the very beginning: at first, we do not see the likeness of our devotion clearly – their 
features are not known to us. We begin with a sense of presence and companionship, or awe or mystery. 
As we continue to meditate and the divinity or ancestor comes closer to us, our perception begins to 
clarify. Even so, we start over again every day, moving from the darkness of unknowing, through many 
different shades of colour, into the clear light of their presence.  
 
If you are familiar with Orthodox icons, which kept alive the Eastern Mediterranean skill of egg-tempera, 
you will be aware that they look different from other kinds of depictions. Icons use inverse perspective: 
rather than the Renaissance ‘vanishing point,’ whereby all the lines of perspective are aligned and widen 
out to our view, something else seems to be happening -  the perspective lines rather converge on the 
viewer because the subject looks out at us. In effect, the icon ‘comes to us,’ which is, of course, how our 
perception of the sacred being happens. The divinity, hero, spirit or ancestor, already witnesses us, and 
this is why we feel their warmth and love that drew us to the being in the first place. These images are 
never sappy nor sentimental, but powerful: they appear on their own terms, not ours. 
 
In an icon, we capture the essence of timelessness, making it possible for us to experience the prototype 
of a being or sacred happening, so that we may witness it. This was well described by the philosopher 
Sallustius, the amanuensis of the Emperor Julian, who attempted to restore Pagan belief to a 
Christianising world, who said: ‘Myth is something that has never happened, but is happening all the 
time.’   
 
Often an icon will represent a sacred event that is continually happening.  For example, we experience 
the loss and finding of Mabon, son of Modron, not as an historic event that once happened, but as a loss 
that lays us waste, and also as a finding that reunites our fragmentation: it affects us now, in this very 
moment. We experience the Goddess of the Earth not only as bountiful mother, but also we are aware of 
her in every devastation and loss that our physical world suffers. We are thirsty for the wisdom that never 
dies, and we seek the action of the Grail or Cauldron that irrigates our dryness, and heals our wounds. 
 
Restoring the sacred images to our world assures us that we are not alone. When we go in and out, when 
we eat or rest, when we celebrate or mourn, those sacred images are present in our world, as well as in 
the otherworld, enabling the sublime to be present among us, as an embodiment that inspires us every 
day. I, for one, would be most interested to see the emergence of images that worthily uphold our 
spirituality, and inspire generations to come.  
 

Please join myself and Felicity on 24-27 August 2018 for ICONS OF THE HEART: PAINTING OUR 
SACRED IMAGES, an icon course for the complete beginner at Hawkwood College, see Magical Courses. 
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