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Dear Reader 

This update of our newsletter is written on the last day of August, as the season begins to turn: berries 
are thick on the trees, and pears are tumbling into the grass, they are in such profusion. We cannot eat 
so many ourselves, so they will be donated, and some left in a box outside for our neighbours to enjoy.  

St Giles Fair is about to start in Oxford, so we are poised to make a snatch and grab raid before the 
whole city becomes impassible with fair-going folk. This fair, once a medieval event since about 1200, is 
now largely fun-fairs, eatery stalls, and other attractions today, but before it was a toy fair, and anyone 
who brewed beer could set up shop if they hoisted a bush over their stall to indicate their intentions. 
(Good wine needs no bush, as Shakespeare wisely said.)   

Setting out one’s wares for the world to enjoy has been a bit problematic for us this year, as cracks open 
in the infrastructure the publishing world, into which many uncertainties have rushed to fill the vacuum: 
some projects that looked firm have wobbled or faltered, requiring a lot of rallying round to get them 
back on the road again. John has been particularly smitten with such problems, which has been 
dismaying, considering he has more collaborations with other authors than usual this year: it has taken 
international standards of good will and negotiation to foster books back onto their road. We have spent 
a lot of the year researching and preparing larger books for wheeling out, come the time. In this 
uncertain market, we are trying to not anticipate by being presumptive until we see the colour of the 
contract, so forgive us if we do not unveil them all here. Our bush will be hoisted when we know more. 

Next year sees the absence of our usual intermediate level on the shamanic courses, as we await for the 
course-centre to have some running repairs, and we have decided to have a year out, returning in 2019, 
except for Caitlín’s visit to Australia to continue training for the Sacred Kingfisher Clan, our first 
Australian Foundation Course group that formed last year.  The Foundation Course has been overhauled 
and the second part has been refocused to look more closely at developing a deeper relationship with our 
allies.  In this age where so many people can now journey because they have done just one afternoon 
workshop, but little else, we find that this essential bridge is being neglected. It is impossible to do any of 
the deeper healing work without this relationship being in very good working order. 



Amid the uncertainties, we very much appreciate your feedback and input, which makes our work feel so 
much more worthwhile. We thank you for your support and encouragement. 

May the Autumn bring you abundance harvest! 

 

Many blessings 

 

 
Caitlín & John Matthews 

 

BOOKS ON KINDLE    The following titles are available as ebooks: 

Caitlín: Celtic Visions, Complete Lenormand Oracle Handbook, Sophia Goddess of Wisdom, This 
Ancient Heart (ed. With Paul Davies). Diary of a Soul Doctor. 

John: Barddas, The Celtic Shaman, Henry Hunter & the Beast of Snagov, Henry Hunter & the Cursed 
Pirates, Shamanism Bible, The Sidhe, Sir Gawain – Knight of the Goddess,  

Caitlín & John: Element Encyclopedia of Magical Creatures, The Fourth Gwenevere, Walkers Between 
Worlds,  

Mark Ryan & John: Hold Fast.     Dwina Murphy Gibb: Pandora’s Dilemma 

 
INTRODUCING OUR GUEST SHAMANIC CO-TEACHERS in 2017 
 
WIL KINGHAN is a shamanic teacher who leads workshops throughout Europe. He is the artist of  The 
Shaman’s Oracle, Steampunk Tarot; Gods of the Machine. As co-founders of Mythwood Films, he and 
John write scripts for tv and film and adminster Mythwood Books. 
 
FELICITY WOMBWELL is a creative arts therapist with a shamanic practice in Brighton. She is the author 
of The Goddess Changes and co-founder of FíOS. Felicity has spearheaded many community art 
projects.   
 
Dr. ANGELA COTTER is a Jungian analyst who integrates constellations work, energy psychotherapy 
and shamanic approaches into her practice. She has researched the wounded healer concept in health 
care practice, evolved a way of working with dreams that have not reached resolution in both an 
individual and group context.  
 
MARGOT HARRISON is an experienced shamanic practitioner with a practice in Cheltenham.          
 
CAIT BRANIGAN is a Bean Feasa (shamanic practitioner) and healer working within the traditions of 
Ireland.      
 
 
 
 
                   



SHAMANIC COURSES OPEN TO ALL 
 

16 February -18 February 2018 CELTIC VISIONS: Seership, Omens and 
Divination from Nature  with Caitlín Matthews. This residential course 
explores the realm of Celtic seership, divination and vision that was once 
the preserve of the druidic seers of the Celtic world who used subtle 
perception to reveal nature's truth and the soul’s knowledge. Caitlín has 
made a special study of the oracular and sacred traditions, finding simple, 
practical ways by which these methods can illuminate the present moment. 
Participants will learn how to read the omens of the natural world and use 
traditional methods, including 'the Three Illuminations' - ancient Irish 
modes of oracular divination by incantation, resonance and shamanic 
incubation - and 'the Augury of Brighid' which was employed by the 
ancestral freers of Gaelic Scotland. There will be opportunities to give and 
receive oracles and auguries, by means of the dha shealladh or 'the     two 
seeings' and by other traditional methods.  

Held at Dunderry Park, Navan, Co. Meath. http://www.dunderrypark.org/map.html. Starts at 19:00 and 
finishes at 16:00 Fee, with meals and board included: €290. Early Bird (Book by August 31 2017): €270. 
Email the organisers Ger Moane, Cait Brannigan, Eilis Stanley at: caitlinmatthewsireland@gmail.com for more 
infor. www.facebook.com/events/690529777814118/ 

 
FOUNDATION COURSE IN CELTIC & ANCESTRAL SHAMANISM: 

LEVEL A TRAINING 
This course begins the Level A training. If you want to see the shape of the curriculum, go to: 
http://www.hallowquest.org.uk/resources/curriculumtraining.pdf 
 
10-11 March and 8-9 Sept 2018 WALKERS BETWEEN THE WORLDS Foundation Course is Celtic & 
Ancestral Shamanism led by John Matthews and Wil Kinghan. This 28th two-part non-residential course 
teaches students to journey, heal, quest and arbitrate along the ancient paths of wisdom, gathering spirit 
allies. We ground in the ancient mysteries of our native shamanic tradition, gathering as a clan of the 
sacred earth, working with one of the most experienced teachers in Britain. 
 

                             
  
10-11 March, we begin with Part One, THE TREE OF TRADITION: Walking Between Worlds, 
concentrates on acquiring journey skills, learning the basics in a supportive and friendly environment.  
8-9 September, we continue with Part Two, SACRED COMPANIONS Deepening Our Spiritual 
Connection with Allies, which builds upon the relationship with our spirits, and helps balance our 
journeying.  We begin to explore the basic healing skills.  
 
Held in North Moreton, Oxon. Take both weekends to qualify for Level B courses. Total fee £480.  
(£240 for each weekend). Food is £50 per weekend extra, including a varied lunch, tea, cake and 

 
 



biscuits. Send a deposit of £150 payable to John Matthews to Jane May, Briarwood, Long Wittenham, 
Oxon OX14 4QW (01865 407680.)  Held in North Moreton, Oxon.  
NOTE: Both weekends must be attended in order to continue onto Level B training. 
 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SHAMANIC PRACTITIONER TRAINING: LEVEL B 
For those who’ve completed the Foundation Course. 

Courses marked * are £20 cheaper to those who subscribe to FíOS 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The intermediate level courses will not run again until 2019. 
 
14-17 June 2018 THRESHOLDS OF POWER AND HEALING with Caitlín Matthews & Ann Carrick. 
Held near Melbourne, Australia. This course teaches a full range of shamanic healing ways including 
plant-spirit healing, extraction of intrusions, embodiment of personal allies and includes the shamanic 
ceremony of The Mare Mother's Dream-Dance.  This Level B course is an essential next component for 
shamanic practitioner training. This course is open to those who took the Walkers Between Worlds 
Foundation Course with Caitlín or John in past years. Held at a residential venue near Melbourne. For 
more details and prices, contact Registration: Linda Henery, Tel: +61 407 829615, 
linda.henery@optusnet.com.au    
 

  
 
Led by Cáit Branigan and Caitlín Matthews.   
 
The healing voice speaks directly to the soul, bypassing all barriers. In this course, we shall explore the 
use of the voice in shamanic practice, using toning and keening to access our inner worlds, and exploring 
the use of chant to heal and unblock our energetic bodies. Based upon the three musical strains or modes 
of ancient Ireland.  This course is also open to people who can journey fluently. 
 
Price: Single £425, Shared £365, Non-res £305,   Please send your non-returnable deposit of £90 
payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose 
an SAE for map & confirmation.   
  
 
            ADVANCED LEVEL SHAMANIC PRACTITIONER TRAINING: LEVEL C  
                         for those who’ve completed Intermediate Level B. 
Note: The Advanced Level courses run over a three year cycle and are not all available every year. When 
there are sufficient students to activate it, we open up Level D courses every five years or so, depending 
on numbers. The nature of this training takes into account that people will fall out or need to stop for a 
few years between courses. We don’t require that you take the full curriculum without a break, as we 
know that life happens! This way you can work your way through the levels in order, in real time, rather 
than in serial time. 
 
*12-15 November 2017 VOYAGES OF THE SOUL: SHAMANIC WISDOM OF DEATH with Caitlín 
Matthews & Angela Cotter. This course explores the shamanic wisdom of death; the help that can be 
brought to the dying; the healing available around bereavement, hauntings, unfinished business and 
ancestral bequests. We will find allies, rituals and passports to our own living and dying, exploring how we 

           * 28 June –1 July 2018 
 

THE ART OF THE HEALING VOICE IN 
CELTIC SHAMANISM 

 
Cáit Branigan is an ordained Priestess 
Hierophant, a Bean Feasa (Shamanic 

Practitioner) and healer working within the 
Irish tradition. She teaches groups and 

conducts ceremonies, teaching 
internationally.  She teaches regularly on the 

Walkers Between Worlds curriculum. 
 



pass through death’s labyrinth to emerge as living souls. We will learn how to make soul-houses for our 
kindred. The Soul Friends Moon Boat Ritual offers initiation to all participants so that they may be 
consecrated as an Anam-Cara or Soul Friend, a soul-midwife to the dying, wherever that service is 
required.  Unsuitable for the recently bereaved. At EarthSpirit, Somerton, Somerset. Camp/Carv £363, 
Standard £380, En Suite £398. Send a £150 non-returnable deposit payable to Caitlín Matthews to 
Jane May, Briarwood, Long Wittenham, Oxon OX14 4QW (01865 407680) 
janedmay@btinternet.com   
 

                   MAGICAL AND MYTHIC COURSES & OTHER EVENTS 
These courses, events and signings are open to all who are on their spiritual path. 

FiOS MASTERCLASSES offer an opportunity to deepen spiritual practice with a living exemplar of a 
tradition.   Courses marked * give £20 member’s discount. 

 
23 September 2017 A CELEBRATION OF THE DRUID SPIRIT You are invited to share in an 
exploration of contemporary druidry at the Autumn Equinox. John will speaking along with Penny 
Billington, Annette Armstrong, David Loxley and Chris Street. There will be an eisteddfod in the 
evening. Held at Steiner House Theatre, 35 Park Rd, London NW1 6XT Register with Marion Briggs 
marion@earthtemple.co.uk. 0870 766 9657. Booking also available via this link: 
 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-celebration-of-the-druid-spirit-tickets-35995497502 
 
 

 
 
Every country has its voices who speak for 
the spirit of the land. Britain and Ireland have their own tutelary goddess, appearing in many forms to 
inspire and guide: Cailleach, Queen of the Wood, Scotia, Britannia. Those poets most tuned to her voice 
address us prophetically from their communion with the land. Our exploration, including poetry of David 
Jones, Charles Williams and W.B.Yeats, transcends national and political divides, speaking from the deep 
land of our common heritage. We invite you to our magical 32nd Mystery School, where the way to the 
deep lands opens through myth, meditation, ritual and poetry.  As usual, we will be performing a 
practical magical working that brings our themes together. 
For everyone freaked out by Brexit, we hope that our weekend will help us focus upon the themes that 
enable our islands to be spiritually cohesive and full of joy. 
 

          
           Ian Rees                                    Dwina Murphy Gibb                        John & Caitlín 
 
IAN REES is a psycho-spiritual psychotherapist who teaches the Annwn Foundation 
DWINA MURPHY GIBB is an Irish poet, playwright and artist, the author of the Cormac novels.  She is 
at work on a new poetry collection, and her late husband, Robin’s, biography.  

1–3 December 2017 
VOICES OF THE GODDESS: POETRY & PROPHECY 

FROM THE DEEP LANDS 
 

with John & Caitlín Matthews, and special guests Dwina 
Murphy Gibb and Ian Rees 

 
Our 32nd Open Mystery School 



Fees: Single £320, Shared £280, Non-res £240.  Please send your non-returnable deposit of £90 
payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose 
an SAE for map & confirmation.   
 

29-31 May THE ART OF NATURAL PRAYER with Caitlín Matthews & 
Margot Harrison. Have you felt the urge to pray or hold someone or 
something in your heart but didn’t know what to do or how to do it?  
Maybe you just prayed anyway? Have you felt the urge to give thanks when 
you stood in a beautiful place?  If so, you were using natural prayer which 
springs up from the source of spiritual belonging.  All of us have the power 
to draw up vitality from that source. Prayer is the natural heritage of 
everyone, including those people of spirit with no fixed or Christian 
faith.  We will explore prayer through silence, song, walking in nature, 
meditation and mediation, working with the regenerative sacred source of 
the universe. By taking responsibility for our spiritual practice, we become 
fully human by our service to natural prayer, enabling us to be a blessing to 
others. Anyone with hospitality of soul, or who is seeking doorways to 
awakening or kindling a personal spiritual practice, is welcome. Fees TBC. 
Held at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, 1046 Bristol Rd, Birmingham 
B29 6LJ Phone: 0121 472 5171 

 

     

Icons are sacred windows showing genuine visions of divine beings and holy ancestors, already observed 
by the eye of the heart. Mediating the sacred images for ourselves and our community enables essential 
myths of many traditions to continually inspire us. We will learn the art of egg tempera to make our own 
sacred icon, painting, praying, and mediating the sacred presences that we have first met in our souls. 
This course is for people of all spiritual traditions. This is the first time this course has been offered. 
PREPARATION BEFORE THE COURSE: No formal art training is required. Please bring a rough sketch 
of what you want to paint, bearing in mind the size of the board is 5” x 7” or 13cms x 18cms. Choose a 
single figure with uncomplicated background: this will take all your time to paint, since icons are made up 
of many layers. Leave space for the name/short title of your subject. Please bring a technical pencil, 
rubber, apron to cover your clothing from pigment spillage, and a clean tea-cloth to protect your icon on 
the journey home. All other materials are provided, including gesso-board, pigments and brushes. 

Caitlín Matthews is the author of Diary of a Soul Doctor, Celtic Book of the Dead and Sophia, Goddess 
of the Wisdom. www.hallowquest.org.uk Felicity Wombwell is a creative arts therapist with a private 
practice on the south coast. She is the author of The Goddess Changes. 
 
PRICES including materials: Single £455, Shared £395, Non-res £335  Please send your non-returnable 
deposit of £90 payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 
759034) Enclose an SAE for map & confirmation.   

                  *24-27 Aug 2018  

                ICONS OF THE HEART:  

PAINTING OUR SACRED IMAGES 

Caitlín Matthews and Felicity Wombwell 

On this course, we welcome people of all spiritual 
traditions, so that you can make the icon of your 
own sacred sources. 

Icon of Merlin ã Philippe Vidal 

 



   

Keeping the hearth of the home harmonious is an essential rite, ensuring that souls are nourished and 
upheld. This course restores an ancient skill, maintains stability, despite family fragmentation, social 
change or uncertain times. By exploring the myths of the home, and identifying our household gods and 
spirits, we seek the wisdom that reweaves the home, so that peace and harmony may dwell with us.  
With song, story, and ritual. Please join us for the 33rd open mystery school where we make merry 
together as we enter the heart of deep winter, and seek the nourishment for our souls. If you have not 
yet joined us for this special, never-to-be repeated mystery school weekend, then you have a treat in 
story, as we herald the coming of deep winter with good cheer and spiritual community. 

   

PRICES:  Single £330, Shared £290, Non-res £250. Please send your non-returnable deposit of £90 
payable to Hawkwood College, Painswick Old Rd., Stroud, Glos GL6 7QW (01453 759034) Enclose 
an SAE for map & confirmation.   
 

FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

THE ARTHURIAN POETRY OF CHARLES WILLIAMS John has been busy co-editing a complete 
collection of the Arthurian poetry of Charles Williams, perhaps the least well known of the Inklings, 
the writers’ group based in Oxford which included J.R.R.Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. This collection 
makes available again Williams’ major Arthurian poetry. The earliest work, published here for the 
first time since its original appearance in 1913, is the ‘Pageant Song of Gwent’, which shows 
Williams thinking about the Arthurian legends this early. Along with poems from Heroes and 
Kings (1930) and Three Plays (1931), this comprises all of Williams’ early published work on the 
subject, and is followed by his mature work, contained in the two major sequences Taliessin 
Through Logres  (1938) and The Region of the Summer Stars (1944), which form the centre of 
this collection. The volume includes an Introduction by Grevel Lindop (biographer of Charles 
Williams) and an essay on Williams’s Arthurian work by John. It will be available in eBook format in 
late September-early October 2017. Go to www.Mythwoodbooks.com to order your copy.            

Charles Williams also features in our December open mystery school, Voices of the Goddess: Poetry 
and Prophecy of the Deep Lands at Hawkwood college. See Magical Courses above. 

        30 November-2 December 2018  
 
       THE HARMONY OF THE HEARTH: 
         Honouring the Heart of the Home   

 
Caitlín & John Matthews 

And special guest, Janet Piedilato 
Our 33rd Annual Open Mystery School 

WELCOMING DEEP WINTER are: 

John & Caitlín Matthews are the co-authors of The 
Complete King Arthur, Arthurian Magic, Walkers Between 
Worlds and many other books. Together they have taught 
an open mystery school at Hawkwood College since 1985. 

Janet Piedilato is a transpersonal psychologist, a 
complementary health care consultant, and an ordained 
minister. She conducts services and courses at Temenos, 
her environmental sanctuary, and is the author of Pieda’s 
Tales and the Tarot Dream Cards. Janet is an extraordinary 
teacher whose natural ritual skill leads us surely. 



THE FLEETING HARE John has just signed the contract for a new oracle that will partner the Moon 
Oracle of the Sidhe. The oracle will be illustrated by Wil Kinghan. More information in the next issue. 

THE SWORD OF ICE AND FIRE (Volume One of the Red Dragon Rising Sequence) At long last, 
after more than 40 years in preparation, John has begun work on a sequence of four novels, 
marketed for children but intended for all ages, which tell the story of Arthur’s journey from 
childhood to kingship. It will form an introduction to John’s long awaited epic Broceliande, which 
tells the full story of Arthur and the Round Table fellowship. What happened to Arthur in the years 
when he was being brought up in ignorance of his true heritage, when Merlin taught him how to 
become a king? This is the question author and world-renowned Arthurian expert John Matthews 
sets out to answer in this series of novels. Beginning with Arthur’s early days in the care of the 
mysterious Nine, to his meeting with Merlin and their subsequent adventures, Red Dragon 
Rising follows the early life of Arthur in which he encounters many of the people who will become 
central characters in the Arthurian legends, as well as the supernatural beings who throng the world 
of Arthurian Britain. Sword of Ice and Fire is the first in the sequence, and will be published by 
Greystones Press in early 2018. Already praised by Alan Lee, Brian and Wendy Froud and Kevin 
Crossley-Holland, the series brings alive the stories John has lived with for much of his life 

THE ARMORIAL OF KING ARTHUR AND THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE 
John is still editing the work of our old friend Helmut Nickel, retired curator of Arms and Armour at the 
New York Metropolitan Museum, to bring his life time work on the shields and arms of the Arthurian 
Knights and kings to print. This will be illustrated by paintings of the shields executed by an artist from 
the Royal College of Heralds. The Armorial of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table will be 
published by Nocturnal Media as part of a series of Arthurian titles, several by John.  This life-long work 
by Helmut is going to be a gorgeous production, with illustrations provided by an artist from the College 
of Arms. 
 

 
 
 
UNTOLD TAROT: THE LOST ART OF READING ANCIENT TAROTS 
 

 
 
 
 

Caitlín has handed in Untold Tarot which explores the practical 
ways in which pre-20th century tarots with pip or number cards 
can be read, drawing upon the older cartomantic art of 
blending cards, rather than reading each from a predetermined 
list of meanings. Older tarots like the Tarot de Marseilles are 
currently enjoying a great renaissance, but they are like an 
untold story that everyone has forgotten, because they require 
card-reading skills of a different era.  In Untold Tarot, readers 
will learn to read their untold story for themselves. It gives 
older methods of reading with cards from directional and 
cartomantic methods.     Due April 2018  
 

ARTHURIAN MAGIC: A Practical Guide to the Wisdom of 
Camelot By John Matthews, Caitlin Matthews, Virginia Chandler 
Foreword by Gareth Knight 
Our long-awaited Arthurian Magic is a mammoth book with a 
system of Arthurian magical practice, and additional material from 
our colleague Virginia Chandler and rituals by Caitlín & John.  
This book is made up of the work we have done over many years, 
including many of the Arthurian rituals from Hawkwood College, 
where we give our annual mystery school every December. It takes 
the reader round the year, through the seasons, discovering the 
depths of connection with the Matter of Britain.  Due November 
 



THE CELTIC BOOK OF THE DEAD: RESTORING THE SOUL TO LIFE 
 

   
 
 
LOST BOOK OF THE GRAIL: RESTORING THE VOICES OF THE WELLS   
This study of the 13th century text The Elucidation, gives a completely new view of the Grail. This text 
has been part of our teaching for many years, but now we have a new translation by Caitlín & Gareth 
Knight to assess its implications. The text reveals an alternative causation for the Wasteland which arises 
from the violation of the Well Maidens and the spurning of the hospitality of the Faery world. After a 2 
year delay, it is currently with a new publisher who we hope will bring it out in late 2017 or early 2018. 
We are urgent to share our new research with you, and it is very frustrating to have this unnecessary 
delay. May it be with us soon! 
 
NEW AND REPRINT BOOKS 

                                       

         Wild Magic Workbook.                            Glyphs from The Moon Oracle 

WILD MAGIC: A WORKBOOK OF THE WILDWOOD TAROT by Mark Ryan and John Matthews, 
with additional material by Caitlin Matthews. Wild Magic invokes the power of the Wildwood, of the 
Green Man and Green Woman, of the living archetypes of the forest such as Herne the Hunter and 
Robin-i-the-Hood. It takes us across time to the pre-Celtic world of the forest that once cloaked much of 
the world, where primal forces, cloaked in the shape of animal, bird and fish roamed free and opened 
doorways into the primal otherworld of the Ancestors. With chapters on the Lore of the Wild, ways to 
work around the archetypal Wheel of the Year, shamanic methods of exploring the wild, and mediations 
designed to enable powerful, personal encounters with Wildwood archetypes, as well as newly crafted 
rituals enabling the reader to celebrate festivals such as the Midsummer and Midwinter Solstices, the 
book takes a new and informed look at a set of ancient traditions applied to the present. Developing the 
system behind the best-selling Wildwood Tarot, authors Mark Ryan and John Matthews bring their 
profound understanding of Wild Magic to a contemporary audience which includes all of a pagan 
persuasion as well as those interested in folk lore, myth and ritual. 

Finally, Celtic Book of the Dead is coming back, having been 
completely rewritten but keeping the original art by Danuta Meyer. 
First published in 1992, this 42-card set and book, based upon the 
8-9th century Irish text of the Voyage of Maelduin, which is given 
here in Caitlín’s translation. It enables the reader to navigate a way 
through the shoals of life, divining how the soul can voyage 
onwards. It can also be used for environmental meditation and for 
guiding the dying.  It has been wonderful to revisit this book after 
so long. Due 2018 
 
                                 Isle of Plenteous Salmon: Danuta Meyer 

 



THE MOON ORACLE OF THE SIDHE by John Matthews, art by Wil Kinghan.  We have barely been 
able to keep stock on the shelves since it came out, so many of you wanted it. This set of 30 cards, each 
bearing one of the glyphs to be found incised on stone all over the ancient Celtic world, see those above. 
Accompanied by inspirational messages, following those found in The Sidhe by John Matthews (Lorian 
Press, 2004). These act as a means of contacting the power of the Inner Worlds and of invoking 
protection for the user. The glyphs have long been recognised as forming a kind of symbolic language 
dating from the period of Celtic expansion across Europe and into Britain and Ireland. Here at last this 
language will be acknowledged, under the guidance of the Sidhe, as a vital tool for communication 
between the worlds and a means of seeking support on the journey of life.  Note: ‘Sidhe’ is the older way 
of writing the modern Irish word ‘Sí’, pronounced Shee: the people of peace. We hope that this beautiful 
artwork opens up the depths of your vision. 

   
 
 
 
 
COMPLETE KING ARTHUR: MANY FACES, ONE HERO  
by John & Caitlín Matthews 
Every era has its own King Arthur, dressing him and applying his myth  
to its own concerns. This book examines the historical and mythological  
unfolding of that cumulative history which follows him from 6th century  
Britain, looking at possible pre-quelling heroes through to the medieval  
period, into the world of theatre, music, media and fantasy literature. 
 Piecing together the many fragments that constitute the image of Arthur,  
both the man and the myth, we show how each face of Arthur always has  
something to offer and how his modern popularity proves the enduring  
power of the hero-myth, truly earning Arthur the title he first received  
in the 15th century: ‘The Once and Future King.’ As the subtitle says, we 
look at the many faces of one hero in his historical, mythical and 
projected place in the history of Britain.  
 
MYTHWOOD BOOKS 

 

Just a reminder that our own imprint, Mythwood Books, has titles that you can only buy as downloads. 
These include John’s Healing the Wounded King and Caitlín’s author’s diary One Hundred Steps to the 
Grail,  as well as Mark Ryan’s biography, Hold Fast and Dwina Murphy Gibb’s Pandora’s Dilemma. 
http://mythwoodbooks.co.uk 

 

DIARY OF A SOUL DOCTOR from the Ashington Casebooks compiled by 
Dr. Jack Rivers By Caitlín Matthews.  The Soul Doctor of this series of ten 
interlinked stories is Richard Ashington. Known to everyone as Ash, he is a 
healer and psychologist with a magical background. Calling upon a wide range 
of esoteric skills to track down and heal the cause of baffling conditions and 
mysterious situations, with his dependable, and sometimes sceptical assistant, 
Jack Rivers, Ash investigates cases that have baffled doctors, defying diagnosis 
or detection.  His cases, annotated and compiled in the diaries of Rivers, 
explore how the ancient past stirs once again to disrupt the present, how re-
incarnational bonds defy modern conventions, how supernatural happenings 
create fear and disquiet, and show how the lost art of soul-healing is applied. 
Diary of a Soul Doctor opens up a new genre of mystery fiction in which the 
soul is the battlefield and metaphysics the weapon of choice. 
 



SPECIAL TITLES: UNREPEATABLE OFFERS Books published by Bran’s Head Books by John and others 
have come to light after many years and we are delighted to be able to offer these to you. 

TITTIVULUS, or the Verbiage Collector, by Michael Ayrton. Tittivulus is the name of a minor Demon 
who, several hundred years ago, was given the thankless task of collecting in sacks all the negligences, 
pomposities, and vanities of utterance throughout the world. As civilization grew more complex, his 
duties increased and daily he delivered to Chaos thousands of sacks full of foolish words. These are 
quoted to the reader, and consist of actual selections from political speeches, arguments, metaphysical 
and otherwise, literary opinions and apologia of all kinds. In the end, Tittivulus’s job becomes so 
important that he take a Grave Constitutional Step in the nether regions. Originally published in 1953, 
this was Michael Ayrton’s first novel and bears his wonderful illustrations.  Irreverent and witty, it has lost 
none of it impact over the intervening years – and is now more relevant than ever before! 

         

MERLIN IN CALYDON – a limited edition poem by John Matthews Written in 1980, and printed by 
Hunting Raven Press, this limited edition poetic sequence has been long out of print and is now a rare 
collector’s item. Merlin runs mad in the Caledonian Forest, trying to find his way through the mazes of of 
the mind and the labyrinthine toils of the great wood. A few rare copies remaining in a signed and 
numbered series signed by the author.  

                               

MINOTAUR!  By Michael and Elizabeth Ayrton Including 18 etchings and drawings by Michael Ayrton. 
Michael Ayrton was one of the most significant artists of the 20th century. He was also an accomplished 
writer, critic and biographer, who was obsessed with the myth of the Minotaur. Following his death 
in1975 John Matthews, who had known Ayrton well, obtained permission from the artist’s widow to 
create a memorial book. This consisted of a story written by Elizabeth Ayrton, re-telling the myth of the 
Minotaur, Asterion, from the viewpoint of Ariadne, and an essay by Ayrton himself in which he 
explored his own work on the topic thorough a semi-fictionalized account. This drew upon his earlier 
work, The Maze Maker, still one of the finest novels set in the ancient world. Together with these 
important works were 18 etchings and drawings of the Minotaur by Ayrton himself, forming a unique 
account t of the artist relationship to the ancient mythic landscape of Crete. This beautifully produced 
book should be of interest to anyone interested in myth and the work of this extraordinary 20th century 
master. Long believed to be out of print, the original publisher recently discovered a box of this 
remarkable book which is now made available once again. This is an opportunity to obtain a brand-new 
copy in perfect condition at a bargain price of these very rare books. 



SEASONAL SHRINE    - THE LOOM OF PRAYER by Caitlín Matthews 

                    
 

                     'Prayer is 
                 The world in tune 
          A spirit-voice, and vocal joys.' 
     Henry Vaughan - The Morning Watch 
 

 

Prayer is something that many people feel is not part of their remit: it is surely something that other, 
more religious, people do.  We may have the shuddered recollection of prayers that make us cringe, as 
denounced by God in Monty Python and the Holy Grail where the divine being is grieved by the ‘sorries 
and ever-so-humbles,’ or else, we may recall the lengthy repetition of rosaries and other incantations. 
These are ‘prayers’ but they are not what I mean by prayer. Prayer is a means of communication that is 
experienced by the soul in many ways: sometimes it can take verbal form, but mostly it is a stream of 
understanding that flows llke water. It is an endless flowing that we dip into, are part of, and which 
connects us with what is strongest. Prayer bridges here and there, the seen and the unseen: our soul 
enables us to hold All That is, in the same embrace, without distinction.  

As in the image above, which shows leaves floating on the surface of a pool in which bare tree trunks are 
reflected, the structure of the universe offers us any number of supports for our life – how we inter-
weave our lives on the supports that we find is largely down to us, and can take very many different kinds 
of forms. As Henry Vaughan reminds us above, we cannot be a good instrument unless we are first in 
tune: after that we can make music. The world out of tune is a terrible place.  It becomes so when we 
allow our connections to life’s supports to become slack: like a guitar that is slipping out of tune and can 
no longer make music. It is not that the strings of the guitar are detached, just that they have become so 
untuned that there is no tension left. 

Much of our lives we respond to this slackness of our connections with mild indifference until we hit 
something that deeply challenges us: the news of a friend’s grave illness, the sudden loss of a job, the 
realization that a partner is leaving forever. Then we look to the connections to life’s supports to maintain 
us in the sudden fog that descends when panic sets in.  This is when we learn that, unless we spend time 
on rehearsing our connections in the good times that they are rarely able to support us in the bad times. 

Like the trees reflected in the water in the image above, the mighty supports (call them divinities, spirits, 
intelligences) are intangible but deeply rooted and they call to us, even in the dark. They are the loom on 
which our prayer is woven. However we perceive the universe that is seen or unseen, our soul 
apprehends the nature of that loom on which we are all woven: it moves us, uplifts us, inspires us, and it 
holds us surely. We live within the greater prayer of the universe and nothing can remove us from it, 
even though we may feel bereft or unconnected.  The loom of prayer is where we reweave what has 
been broken, turning our minds, hearts and souls towards what is eternal: not in a ‘please fix this way’ 
but in the way of trust that nothing and no-one is going to fall out of that weaving. This is the garment of 
life which clothes us all, whether we are physically alive or woven in the greater weaving of all that is. 

Those who work with me know that prayer is a natural part of what I do, mostly through song. If I am 
singing when you meet me, then I am praying my connections by retuning them in song. ‘He who sings, 
prays twice’ (qui canit bis orat) goes the monastic saying. For me, song is primary connection, but I 
understand that it is not everyone’s way. Your manner of weaving will be suited to you, and you too are 
woven in and also a co-weaver of the garment that clothes those who live about you. 
 
This coming May, I am leading a completely new course on the natural art of prayer because it feels like 
it is time to share these simple ways.  You are most welcome to join me: 
The Art of Natural Prayer is running at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Birmingham on 29-31 May. 
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